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PURPOSE:To obtain a polymer excellent in hue, transparency, and resistances to loss of transparency 
and thermal discoloration, by adding a shortstop and a stabilizer to a specified (hydrogenated) polymer 
solution, and further adding C02 thereto in at least one step selected from among steps of solvent 
removal, dehydration and drying. 

CONSTITUTIONS conjugated diene (A) and/or a vinylaromatic hydrocarbon (B) is polymerized in the 
presence of an initiator (C) comprising an organolithium compound in a hydrocarbon solvent (D) to obtain 
a solution of a (hydrogenated) polymer. After at least one mol. f per mol. of component C, of at least one 
shortstop (E) selected from among water, an alcohol, an inorganic acid and an organic acid and a 
stabilizer (F) are added to this solution, component D is removed by steam stripping to obtain a slurry in 
which polymer crumbs are dispersed in water. A (hydrogenated) polymer of a water content <1 wt.% is 
obtained by drying the (hydrogenated) polymer crumbs of a water content of 1-30wt.%, obtained by 
dehydrating the above slurry, 0.01pt.wt., per 100pts.wt. polymer, C02 is added in at least one step 
selected from said solvent removal and subsequent steps to obtain a (hydrogenated) polymer of a residual 
Li content <=40ppm. 
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This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 


Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 


UJ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 


BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 



BLACK BORDERS 


□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 



FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 


